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Australia is about the
same size as the United
States. It measures ap-
proximately 2,400 miles
East to West and 2,000
miles North to South.

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD

YOU and your outfit have been ordered to Australia as
a part of a world-wide offensive against Hitler and the
Japs—a drive that will end in Tokyo and Berlin.

You’re going to meet a people who like Americans and
whom you will like. The Australians have much in
common with us—they’re a pioneer people; they believe
in personal freedom; they love sports; and they're out
to lick the Axis all the way. But there are a lot of
differences too—their ways of living and thinking on all
sorts of things—Ilike tea, central heating, the best way
to spend Sunday, or saluting officers and such. You'll find
out about all those, but the main point is they like us,
and we like them.

Since American troops first landed in Australia, the
Australians have gone out of their way to welcome them
and make them feel at home. Australian newspapers have
used up newsprint (and it’s scarce) to print baseball scores
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and major league standings and home town news—and
even American cooking recipes for housewives. The Goy-
ernment has made American money legal tender in the
country and set up special exchange rates for American
soldiers. And Australian audiences, at theatres and con-
certs, honor our national anthem by rising when the Star
Spangled Banner is played.

No people on earth could have given us a better, warmer
welcome and we’ll have to live up to it.

There is one thing to get straight, right off the bat. You
aren’t in Australia to save a helpless people from the
savage Jap. Maybe there are fewer people in Australia
than there are in New York City, but their soldiers, in
this war and the last, have built up a great fighting record.
For three years now, they've fought on nearly every battle
front of the war; they’ve suffered heavy losses in Crete,
Libya, Greece, and Malaya; and they’re still in there pitch-
ing. The Australians need our help in winning this war, of
course, but we need theirs just as much. You might remem-
ber this story when you get into an argument about “who’s
going to win the war”: Not so long ago in a Sydney bar,
an Americangsoldier turned to an Australian next to him
and said: “Well, Aussie, you can go home now. We've
come over to save you.” The Aussie cracked back: “Have
you? T thought you were a refugee from Pear] Harbor.”

2

But this isn’t supposed to be an Emily Post on how to
get along in Australia. It’s simply a short m.Enmn book to
give you a quick picture of what the Australians and their

country are like, and what you may meet there.
A PIONEER LAND

AUSTRALIA is one of the newest countries in the
world—yet the continent itself is one of the oldest. A r:ﬂ-
dred and fifty years ago, it was an empty land about the
size of the United States, inhabited by only a mﬂwé r:,m_mam&
thousand natives—the Australians call them m:.UOm. QMH
Aborigines )—living about the same way they did in the

Stone Age.
In a n.M:EQ and a half it has become a land of fine,

modern cities, booming factories turning out war material,
and fighting men, famous everywhere. It’s a _mbm. of m_.omm
plains, millions of sheep and nmz._mm of gold mines MM,
deserts and funny animals. And it’s one of the world’s

greatest democracies.









































































