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Here iz the Wews read by Joseph Macleod.

ill still goes well on the coast of Normandy.
Mr. Courehill, in & second statment to the Commons tils evening,
reporsed that in some places we've driven saveral miles inte France.
Fighting 1s going on in the town of Caen between the Cherbourg
Peninsula and Eavre. Six-hundred-and-forty guns of the Allied
Havies bombarded the German coast defences in support of our
Croc®s,
P TR Our great alirborne landings - the biggest in history -

P:m,z. )
een carrled out with very little iosa. About four-thousand |

ships with thousands of smaller crai't crossed the Channel this ?1

morning after the Allied assault had been postponed twenty-four

hours through bad weather. kit Sinssdgire—sreim iy r

sirses have hesn over Fpanss.during deday. < Ou the beaches

opposition was less than expected but heavy flghting still lies
ghead. A1l through the night and today eir support has been on
a vast scele. Thirty-one-thousand Allled airsen have been over

France during today alcne.

The bulletin will end with tuie latest war report ,
including the volces of General Eisenhower; Gensral ontgomary
and Censral de Gaulle. It alsc has messapes and recordings from

correspondents in the Field. X
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193\ Ths Prime Minister made a second statement om the

situation in the House of Commons tonight. Mr. Churchill sald:
"] have been at centres where the latest information 1is recelved
and I can state to the House that this operation is proceeding
in & thoroughly satisfactory oamner. .Many dangers and diffienltl
which this time last nlght appeared extremely formidable aArs
behind us. The passage of the sea has been made with far leas
loss than we apprehended. The Treslstance of the batteries has
beer. greatly weakened by the bembing of the airforce,and the
scperior bombardment of our ships guickly reduced thelr fire te
dimsnalons which did not affect the problem. The lacdings of
THE vieoLE™ LFFECTWE
Allied troops on lﬂ front have been * and thes troops
have penetrated in some cases several miles inland. Lodgements
exist on a broad front.
AThe outstanding feature® saZd the Prime Minister, "has
been the landings #f airborne troops on a scale far larger than
bhat

anything tees has been seen 30 far in the world. These landings
took place with extremely little loss and with great accuracy.
Particular anxiety attached to them because the conditions of
lﬁht

prevailing in the very limited period just before tre dawm -
the conditions of visibllity - make all the difference. It might

easily have been that something might have happened at the last

minute which would have prevented the alrborme troops playing
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their part. ?Eut degree of risk had to be taken but

Gansral E:I.:nhnn!-: courage 15 egual to all the necessary
declsicns that had to bs taken in these extremesly difficult and
uncontrollable matters. The alrxorne troops are well established
and the landings and follow-ups are all procesding with much
less loss than we axpected - Very much less loss. Fighting 1is
proceeding at various points. We have captured various bridges
which are important and which have not been blown up by the
enemy. Fighting is proceeding inland in the town of Camm.

"But all this - although a very valuable first step,
a vital and essential first step - gives no indication whatever
of wrat may be the course of the battle in the nert days and
weeks, because the enemy will now probably endeavour to
concentrate on this area, and, in that event, heavy fighting will
soon begln and will coatimue without mdfu fast as we can push
troops in and he can bring other troops up. This 1s therefore

ovr
a most serious (imes and we enter upom 1t with w great Allies,

all in good heart and good friendship. »

™W/ECF
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In his first statement to the Cosmons at mi lday to-day

Mr. Charchill called the attack:- "the first of a serles of
landings in force upon the Eoropean continente®. An immsnse
armada of upwardas of four thousand ships, together with several
thousand small eraft, had crossed the Channel and about
eleven-thousand firs“ line airoraft could be drawn on for the
battle. There were already hopes at midday that a tactlcal
surprise had been achleved and the Alllies hoped to be able to
furnish the enemy with & successlon of surprises during the
fighting. PEut Mr. Churchill noted ther, as he did tonight,
that we must expect the battle to grow comstantly in scale and

intensity for many weeks to come.

TH/ECF



L The old elty of Chen where - 5% the Yrime Jdinistor says -
AR T
fighting is taking pla-:u', 1s some ten miler’. from Wt stretch
of the Channel coast of Frunce between Eavre and Cherbourg, roughly
— |
due south of our coastline between Portssou.h and Brighton., Ita
=3 A
an J4ncient place - Caen, with churches fournded by William the
Congueror, mulGEeluEEil. Normally, psore than sixty thousand
people live there, for the place is & busy commercial and
industrial centre; but evacuation kas been going on for & year.
ad to po th ? it in ime from
Steamers us up the to it peacetima
/
Newhaven and Dieppe. Ceen bas an airfield thiutts been of ten
bombed and iz important as a road and raill junction.
Vost numbers of Allied cirbomme troops formed the advance
puard of the attack. Generel Eisesnhower spent some hours last

o
nignt going the rounds of Americsn parachute units; seelng last -

-
minute preparations and watching the take-off after the light had

faded. Gome of our oWn men had been told by their Commander at
the briefing: ®I want you to relse all the Hell you can. You
will be dropped on the back of the Boche.® Ew.-n%mu of tha

big fleet of Americun ﬂ'.a.'uspnrt planies which carried the Tirst
troops «nd sguipment to the continent was painted - a few hours
before = with brocd blue-and-white it-‘.l.'.lp&::r po thst friendly forces

rould kmow them. They carried coloured lighta to help the pllots

keep in formation. This brigntly-iit ar-ada, s=retching =mare
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hundred fact :.'l,f.'i took more than an hour to pass. Yet on the

slde
other sl no flak came up. No fighters came up. There was only

saall arms fire. /‘ﬂiﬂn, there were all our own zirborne forces

going cut - gliders znd parachute trecops in great numbers; with

their own umbrella of night fighters. Cloud five thousand feet
WET —

thick blanketed the sky and the airborne foreces -lx-i: dowsn through

it to the first battlafield. The Germans scy we also dropped

many life-sized dum=iessz by parachute. They looked like men

but exploded when they hit the grownd. Its learned at Headquarters

ghat the alreraft which teok the airborne troops got back without

/ mioyent I RAF
very heavy casualties. | From shortly before
m many mlssloas and

aundreds of targets. Some of them had to block the roads and
slow down German reinforcements. Well over = thousand h.-a:*_!__i-a:
—Larcasrers aniDh HALI FARES =
rd put domm considerably more than five thousand tons byr
sunrise on ten CGerman coastazl batteries. Cloud had completely
covered most of the targets, but markers and targat indicators
. snsured efficient bombing, just the same. The crews didn't inow
Te
r beforenand that their attack was the imuediate prelude of the
grand assault. The first crews came back still without imowing |

it. BPBut tha later ones, returning in the first light saw far

below them wnite specks. They ware too blg to be wave tops.
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_ They were ships, ploughing across the L':Ita.nnal}:md still more ships.

¥ow and then thers was a vivid gpunflash in the distence. Then they
by B
saw Fortrasses going out. The day bombing had hu;uan More than
& thousand American heuﬂenl—-— Thousands of other bombers
and fizhver bombers oot have been out in waves ever since. Tha
first ten waves of imerican fighter bombers reported no sericus
oprosition from the Luftwaffe anywhere. It's been the heaviest
day for fighter pilots from half past four onwards, but up to
noon, enemy alr opposition remained slight. Thera were no reports
of enemy activity cver this country, though at cne time (erman
guns on the other side c¢f the Channel sent a few shalls over
towards Dover. O(ne of cur pilets says: U1 never saw so much
action in such a small crea. ¥ou could hardly see the sky for our
planes. The water below looked like a solid bridge of skips.®

T SerIe=EIy 1T WAT WD DO wrtur= TN T T Derne
ous o €EEn on 1 large scale. ]
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This morning, it was still officislly called "the n.aLal
phese® of the massive operation. 3Sritish, imerican, Canndian,
Humgun, Polish, Dutch, French and Greek navias, including
ba'l;t_luah_'l_p:r'llru out in two great asssult forces. Vith hundreds

of minesweepers zlearing o way for them, and with & great air
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covesy they.mere not only guardipg the = Streams u.t_ M

landing eraft against German murface or underwater attack; e
™)
at dnm,L gan a shattering bombardment at lomg and short range.
Over six hundred and forty naval guns bombarded the beaches and
Garuan trnm]:pu!.ntn!tu gase the job of the armies going ashore.
general Montgomery's British, Canadlsn and Americsn troops took
sany secret weapons ashore with them. An observer who saw the
wat
first assault forces land had already % pr=nl puns pound
their targets out of existence - "a magnificent sight®. Wave
upon wave of troops were scon surging up the beaches. Transpert
lorriss, guns equipment of all sorts was trundling ashore.

The weather early today weés described as "not too 'uadr
though it could have been = bit better®. This afterncen, the sum
broke through high cloud over the Straits of Dover. The sea was
smooth with o light wind from the north-west.

It's lexrnad from Shaef headquarters that the beginning of

the assault was actually put off for twenty four hours because
of the weather. There are also these other official facts from
headquarters tonight. The—wbriarng stieoke-—were—or T Viry Large
Seaie, —hbHet-TUrCES MTr-Tierrod—swrerstof YT IEE Louchast
hrdee ey ToTe-TII®n.  Opposltion on the beaches was
less than expected, The Luftwaffe hzs not come up in strength

though the Germans have between fifteen hundred «ad two thousand
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fighters in Gernany and the West. The coastal defence pums of

ALSOo.
the enmpziﬁrru less opposition than expected. The illiad Alr Forces

have so far done the job they'd teen called upom to do. Mine-
sweeping operationz have gone according to plan, but the hardest
task for the mineswdepers may still lie shead., I=esssesm Naval
losses are deséribed as "very small®
Muﬂ cne battieship
——
mov &d Wy close Inshore to silence a group of land positioms.
Over ten thousand tons of high explosives wero dropped on the
enexy's coastal positions between wmidnight and eight tkis morning.
In the same time over =seven thousand five himdred flights were
made by Allied aireraft. A4t least thirty-one thousand .\Jdlied
ditmen were in the ulr over France between midnight and breakfast
time. Losses in aircraft were extremely sasll. 1In general,
allied losses have been much less than expected. That i3 the

information which correspondents have sent tonlght from Fhaef.

We hope that commumique number two from headquarters

may be available in time for the aildnight news.

EWS/LD




In Italy, Fifth Army troops had by yestarday
e

afternoon crossed or reached the river Tiber along practicslly
the entire twenty-mile stretch between the city and the sea. At
Some places they were already five miles beyond the river; at
present they are only meeting weak enemy resistance hore.

We found eleven of the fourteen main bridges in Roms
intact, and secured other bridges south of the city. In the coastal
sector many Germans found themselves cut off, because the crossings

S —

behind them had been blown; British troops have taken over
—
two-thousand priscners h-rl;md the figure is still mounting.

The Germans are also falling back in -ome disorder
north of Home. Fremch troops on the Fifth Lrmy's right flank are
now in Tivoli, fifteen miles to the east along Highway 5. Further
inland, in the hills north of Highway 6, the Germans are fighting
hard to cover their withdrawal, as tha Eighth Army presses steadily
on up the spine of Italy.

All units of the Mediterranean Air Forcaes cmnmﬁ%
vastarday on GCerman troops and lorries on the roads and railways of

Central and Northern Italy. Another four-hindred lorrles were

knocked cut.
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] In the Commons this morning Mr. Chw.chill spoke 3
_f of the Allied liberation of Roze. In reviewing
the campaign since the original landing at Anzio, he said the
German attack on the beach-head in February cost the BTLsEY
twenty-five-thousand men; our losses were twenty-thousand. TWhen
they fell on the retreating ma::r'.'l right flank, the beach-head
forces numbered about a~hundred-and-fifty-thousand. Mr. Churé¢bill
ended with a warm tribute to Ceneral Alexander's leadership, and

rraised the work of the Allied Commanders serving under him.




To=morrow morilng the B.B.C. wlll begin broadcesting
the Allied Expeditionary Force's programme, which it has undertaken
in agreement with the Bupreme Headquart.rs Allied Expediticnary
Force.

The new programme will be broadoast dally from 5.55 a.m.
until 1l.p.z. Double British Summer Time on a wavelength of two-
hundred-gnd-sighty-Cive metres;, that i3 a frequency of one-thousand-
and-Tifty (One-O-five-0) kllccycles per secondy for-wii—beespe of

It - . Chis & hé existing programmes

of the B.B.C.; the Ame
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