TO THE QONGHESS OF THE UNITED STATES:

Isstarday, Decembar 7, 1941 — a data which will
live in infamy -- the United States of America wams uddanly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air farces of the
Empire of Japan, 71

The United 3tates wnz &t peace with ﬂi.;mtd.:m and,
&t the solicitation of Japan, was atill in caonversation with
its Goverment and its Emeror looking toward the maintenance
of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air
aquadrons had comnenced bosbing in Oahn, the Japanese Ambas-
sadar to the United States and his colleague deliversd to the
Secretary of 3tate a formal reply to a recent A=erican D3R ELE.
Thils tids reply stated that it seemed mssless to continue the
ecisting diplematis megotiations, it contained no threat or
hint of war or arned attack.

It will be recorded that the Matance of Howsii from
Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately plammed
many days or even weeks Ago. During the intervening time the
Japanese Oovernoent has dgliberately sought to docaive the
United States by false statements and expressions of hope for
centinued pamoa.

The attack yestardsy on the Hamaiian Islapds hag
causad severe domape to American naval and militsary forces.
Vary many Amorican lives have been lost. In addition Anerican
ahipa bawa rrht%ﬂﬁud en the high seas between 3an Francisco

and homolulu.
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With confidence in cur armed forceas -- with the
wbounding detarmination of our people — we will gain the
inevitable triuvsph -—— =0 help us God.

I ask that the Congross declare that since the un-
provoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, Decembor
aavanth, & state of war has existed bobween the United States

and the Japarsgs Eopire.
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THE WHITE HOUWSE,

December &, 1841,



